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The older inhabitants of Puzzic-
Iand will renember how in the early
seventies I drove the enlire world
crazy over a little box of moyable
blocks which became koown as the
“14-15 Puzzle” The fifteen blocks
wore arranged in the square hox in
regular onder, only with the 14 and
15 reversed, as shown in the abave
Mustration.  The puzzle consisted in
moving the blocks about, one at a
time, 5o as to bring them back to
the present position in every respect
exeept Lhat the error in the 14 and
15 must he corrected,

A prize of S1.O00, which was of-
fered {or the first correct solution to
the problem, has never been claimed,
althongh there are thovsands of per-
sons who say they performed (he re-
quired feat.

People heeame infatuated with the
puzzle anl ludicrous tales are toll
of shopkeepers who neglected to
apen their stores; of a distinguished
clergyman who stood under a strect
Lamp all through a wintry night try-
ing to recall the way he had per-
formeil the feat.
featire of the pnzzle is that no one
stems to be able to recall the se-
quence of moves whereby they feel
sure they succeeded in solving the
puzzle  Pilots are said to have
wrecked their ships, engineers rush
their trains past stations and business
generally hecame demoralized. A
famous Baltimore editor tells how

The mysterions

he weat for his noon lunch and was
discovered by his frantic staff long
past midnight pushing little picces of
pie around on a plate! Farmers are
known to have deserted their plows
and T have taken one of such in-
stances as an illustration for the
shetch,

Several new problems developed
from the original puzzie which are
worth giving:

Seconil Problem—Start again with
the hlocks as in Fig. 1 and move them
£0 as 1o get the numbers in regutar
otder, but with the vacant s
at upper left-hand cormer instead of
lower right-hand corner; see Fig, 2,

Third Problem—3Start with Fig.
1, turn the box a quarter way round
and o move the blocks that they
will rest as in Fig. 3.

Fourth Problem—This is to move
the pieces about until they form a
“magic square,” so that the numbers
will add wp thirty in ten different
directions.

Fig 2. Fig 3.
[ [ 2T3] [=]~]]#]
L[5 |7 |||~
glolwoln|l=a|l=|s
2[i|uls] s ==
The Picnic Puzzle,

When they started of on the great
annuxl picnic every wagon in town
wae pressed into service.  Half way
to the grouiwls ten wagons broke
duwn, 50 it was necessary for each
of the remaining wagons to carry
one more person.

When they started for home it
was discovereil that fifteen more
wagons were out of commission, so
on the return trip there were three
persons more in cach wagon than
when they started out in the momn-

m[i\.'
ow who ean tell how many
people attended the great annual pic-
nic?
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